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Sun Shines on 68th Commencement in Merrimack Stadium

Merrimack College celebrated its 68th Commencement on May 20, for the first time in the new
Merrimack Stadium, for the largest group of undergraduate and graduate degree recipients in
the College's history.
“Today marks the culmination of your hard work,” said President Christopher E. Hopey, the
College’s eighth president. “I know each of you will use your talents, your faith, your
entrepreneurial drive and the education to this which ceremony attests to make a difference in
the world.”
More than 9,000 attendees heard keynote speaker Sonia Manzano, best known for her role
as Maria on the long-running PBS Television show “Sesame Street,” where she also earned
15 Emmy Awards as a writer.
Manzano learned that as an actress and writer she needed to use her personality, heritage
and observations as a Puerto Rican woman who grew up in the South Bronx in the late 1950s
and early 1960s to help the show accomplish its mission to welcome diversity.
“People pay you for solving their problems, they don’t pay you for creating problems for
them,” Manzano said.
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Sesame Street worked as a creative effort when it went on the air in 1969 because everybody
involved with the show was trying to accomplish the same goal. However, it’s hard as a nation
to be successful because we are so polarized that protecting social programs and public
education is increasingly difficult now, she lamented.
“But the worst is this: Compassion and empathy are being seen as signs of weakness instead
of the stellar values we know they are,” Manzano told the graduates. “I think this is your
opportunity to rise and fill the void. I urge you to bring your skills of compassion and your
understanding of the strength of group effort to the workforce. I also urge you to bring your
particular and individual sensibilities to everything you do.”
Victoria Robbins ’18 gave the undergraduate commencement address and Brian Shea ’18
gave the commencement address representing graduate school students.
“In some way, I know I can always come back to Merrimack and still be accepted,” Robbins
said. “Though we will be leaving, Merrimack won’t be. Merrimack is part of all our hearts.
The college awarded honorary degrees to educator and philanthropist Kerridan Crowe P’17,
Liberty Mutual Insurance Group Chairman and CEO David Long, former Lawrence
(Massachusetts) Public Schools superintendent and current state Commissioner of
Elementary and Secondary Education Commissioner Jeffrey C. Riley, and WCVB Channel 5
public affairs director and host for “CityLine” Karen Holmes Ward.
The Edward G. Roddy Jr. Outstanding Teacher of the Year Award was presented to professor
Kathleen Shine Cain, now faculty liaison to the Global Education Office.
The Merrimack Medal for commitment to outstanding service was presented to Alfred Larsson
’18, a member of the men’s hockey team who was a three-time Hockey East All-Academics
member with a 4.0 grade point average who majored in mechanical engineering with a minor
in mathematics, and was active on campus, including volunteering as a tutor for area youth.
Martin Borys ’18, of Woburn, Mass., was a business administration major with a concentration
in finance who starts work for Cambridge Savings Bank as a financial analyst in Harvard
Square Monday morning. He walked out of the stadium smiling at his accomplishment but
leaving his home away from home brought mixed emotions. “Very excited,” he said. “I’m
happy to move on but sad to see it go.”
Kathryn Lane ’18, of Litchfield, Conn., earned a master's degree in health and wellness major
from the School of Health Sciences a year after earning her undergraduate degree from
Merrimack. She praised her time on campus.
“I loved it, obviously. I stayed a fifth year,” she said. “I changed completely over the five years.
Rachel Aldorisio ’18, of Bedford, Mass., majored in human development social services with a
minor in education from the School of Education and Social Policy with plans to be a special
education teacher.
“I’m so excited, so proud of everyone in the class of 2018 — we did it together!” she said.

At Town Hall, President Outlines Success, Looks to Future
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The president talks with faculty and staff in the Rogers Center for the Arts.
Merrimack College has entered into historically new territory in fiscal health, physical growth
and enrollment, President Christopher E. Hopey said during his state-of-the-college address
at the annual Town Hall meeting for faculty and staff May 22.
The address touched on capital investments for campus, enrollment, academics, and
planning for Merrimack’s future.
The College is expecting a freshman class of about 1,100 in the fall. It’s a remarkable number
considering there were just 455 freshmen when Hopey assumed the presidency eight years
ago. “Enrollment is a feel-good story,” he said.
Success has been built on the College’s commitment to its mission, vision, focus and
competitive goals, he said, as outlined in the 10-year plan, the Agenda for Distinction. That
plan runs through 2021.
The College is now in the early stages of devising its Agenda for the Future, a second 10-year
plan to prepare for changes in the marketplace, which will include significantly fewer high
school graduates starting in five years that will lead to increased competition for college
students, the president explained.
“I think there’s an opportunity in the planning for us to think differently,” Hopey said.
Intermediate goals include increasing enrollment of undergraduate and graduate students,
improving Merrimack’s academic reputation, breaking into the top 50 of its U.S. News & World
Reports category, adding more full-time faculty members, and making the leap to Division I
athletics.
This year’s increased enrollment is partly the result of investing in classrooms, housing and
amenities such as Merrimack Stadium, which opened in fall 2017. Affinity groups and
programs such as Austin Scholars, Honors, Warriors at Work, Promise and Compass are also
enticements for potential students, the president noted.

Merrimack Record - May 30, 2018

“Students don’t come just for majors anymore. They come for a lot of reasons,” Hopey said.
“The key is knowing that one size doesn’t fit all anymore.”
He finished by noting that the Together for Good capital campaign has been a huge success,
raising more than $49 million of its $50 million goal with a year left to go. Faculty and staff
participation in the campaign exceeded goals by 25 percent, the president said.

College Celebrates National Lacrosse Championship
Merrimack College is celebrating its national men’s lacrosse championship after the Warriors
dominated St. Leo University in the Division II NCAA final.
The championship, Merrimack’s first national title in nearly a quarter-century, is another sign
of the College’s ongoing record of accomplishment, coming as the College admits its largest
incoming freshman class in Merrimack history and supports a capital campaign that has
already raised $49.5 million toward its $50 million goal.
The final score, 22-6, set an NCAA record for largest margin of victory in a final game.
Thousands of Merrimack students and alumni crowded into Gillette Stadium in Foxboro,
Mass., to cheer on the Warriors despite the cool, wet weather, after an outdoor tailgate
celebration that drew faculty, staff, students and hundreds of alumni in anticipation of the
victory. It was the second straight year that Merrimack was in the NCAA championship game,
as the College drives toward its goal of full Division I athletic status.
At a campus celebration days after the win, President Christopher Hopey praised the team
and coach Mike Morgan, and said the team was ready to be competitive “with any Division I
team.”
Morgan praised the president and the campus community for their support of Merrimack
Athletics, and said he was proud of his team.
It is the third national championship in the Athletic Department’s history. The 1994 softball
team and the 1978 men’s ice hockey team also won divisional national championships.
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President Hopey and the team show off the NCAA Division II Championship trophy
during the campus celebration.

Faculty Retreat Focuses on Helping Students Find Meaning
About 29 faculty members attended the “Through Knowledge to Wisdom” retreat May 14-16,
using Catholic and Augustinian intellectual and pedagogical traditions to examine best
teaching practices that will encourage students to explore the meaning of their lives.
“The point of the retreat is to engage with one another, about how to more effectively engage
students in questions of meaning, purpose and values in life, through the curriculum,” said the
Rev. Ray Dlugos, O.S.A. “It’s what we do. It’s called education.”
Fr. Ray, vice president for Mission & Ministry, led the retreat with Sister Jean Gribaudo,
C.S.J., director of the Austin Scholars Program; professor Joseph Kelley, director of the
Center for the Study of Jewish-Christian-Muslim Relations; and professor Mark Allman,
associate dean of the School of Liberal Arts.
Faculty members came from across the schools and departments at Merrimack. The retreat
was held at Wylie Inn and Conference Center in Beverly.
“It went really, really well and the folks who went loved it,” Fr. Ray said. “They loved the
opportunity to spend some time away, with each other, talking about things freely that really
matter to them, like teaching and students.”
The genesis of the retreat came from the PAUSE Retreat held for sophomores last January.
That retreat, which was funded by the Network for Vocation in Undergraduate Education,
urged participants to reflect on the meaning and purpose of their lives without micromanaging
their futures.
“The real wisdom that we hoped to discover during this time is the collective wisdom that
comes from our passion and experience of engaging the minds and hearts of our students,”
Fr. Ray said.
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SHS Marks Anniversary of Partnership with Lawrence Schools
The School of Health Sciences and its partners at the Lawrence, Mass., Public Schools, the
New Balance Foundation and Merrimack Valley YMCA recently celebrated completion of a
year-long implementation for the
innovative Active Science program that
integrated exercise and academic work
for over 1,000 students at five public
schools in Lawrence.
“We are thrilled to join our partners, the
Merrimack Valley YMCA and the New
Balance Foundation, to increase
physical activity while supporting
science education for Lawrence school
children,” said Kyle McInnis, dean of
health sciences and founder of Active
Science. “Health Sciences faculty
member Dr. April Bowling and her students have done an amazing job researching the
effectiveness of the program and creating opportunities to get kids healthy through movement
during the school day.”
“Active Science is a program that includes physical education, technology and science
learning,” said Merrimack Valley YMCA Chief Operating Officer Frank Kenneally. “It’s all put
together in a creative way.”
In front of benefactors from New Balance Foundation, a group of third graders from the Frost
Elementary School demonstrated one way in which the Active Science program can be used
in a game of “Fitness Tag.”
The players each player used an accelerometer to measure physical activity, such as the
number of steps taken, then played a round-robin game of tag. Students who were tagged
had to run to the sideline to do five jumping jacks before getting back into the game. The goal
was to run a half mile.
After playing for about a half hour, the students uploaded the information from the
accelerometers onto an app on Amazon Fire tablets. The app then used the information from
the accelerometers to create STEM subject problems for the students to solve.
“I think it is great,” said Megan Bloch, the senior manager of local philanthropy for New
Balance in Boston. “Anytime you can get kids actively engaged and having fun, you’re
instilling love of movement.”
New Balance donated $150,000 to develop Active Science in the Lawrence Public Schools
system, and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation has donated over $1.6 million since 2012
for planning, developing and implementing the program nationally.

Faculty, Staff Invited
to Reunion Kickoff

Summer Hours Set for
Den and Fitness Center

Faculty and staff are invited to the Warrior
Welcome Back Celebration. Help the

The Warrior’s Den will be open Mondays
through Thursdays during the summer.
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College kick off Reunion weekend with a
true welcome back, while visiting with
alumni from all class years.
This year the College is pleased to feature
live music by one of our very own
professors — biology lecturer Mike Piatelli
and his band.

The Den will be open for coffee and pastry
8 to 11:30 a.m. Subconnections and the
Grill, along with coffee and smoothies, will
be available 11:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Mondays
and Wednesdays, and 11:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Tuesdays and Thursdays. It is the only
dining venue open on campus this summer.

The celebration will be 7 to 11 p.m. Friday,
June 1, in the Merrimack Stadium overview
patio. There will be food and a cash bar.
Register here.

The Fitness Center will be open 7:30 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Mondays through Thursdays,
except for holidays when the College is
closed.
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